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From Porca the Archbishop pro- 
ceeded to Coulan, where he transact- 
ed some political business, no less dis- 
graceful to his memory than his visit 
of the Churches. From Coulan he 
went to Molandurté, where he was 
kindly received by the Christians. 
Here he again confirmed, and made 
such arrangements as appeared to him 
necessary. 

. The Archdeacon had, by this time, 

heard of the Archbishop’s conduct at 
Porca, and probably of that at Molan- 
durté; whereupon he despatched Let- 
ters to all the Churches and princes 
of Malabar, warning them of the trea- 
cherous designs of Menezes, ‘* whose 
object it is,” said he, “ to reduce the 
Churches of Malabar to the See of 
Rome, and, consequently, the Chris- 
tians of St. Thomas to the authority 
of the king of Portugal.” The king 
of Cochin, who, it should seem, was 
a prince of some penetration, had al- 
ready supposed this to be the principal 
object of the Archbishop’s visitation ; 
and accordingly imposed a heavy tax 
on the inhabitants of Molandurté, on 
account of the favour which they had 
shown him. 

The Archbishop, soon after this, 
arrived at Diamper, an ancient resi- 
dence of the Bishops of Malabar. 
There he gave public notice of an 
Ordination which he intended to hold 
on the Saturday before the fifth Sun- 
day in Lent; and wrote to the Arch- 
deacon, requesting him to come and 
assist at the ceremony. The Arch- 
deacon replied, that this was in direct 
violation of the treaty which he had 

Vou. I. 


so lately signed; and would probably 
have the effect of setting aside the 
Synod which he had so much desired, 
in which it was to be determined whe- 
ther the Archbishop had a right or not 
to exercise Episcopal functions among 
the Christians of St Thomas. To 
this the Archbishop answered, that 
nothing should divert him from his 
purpose, which he had undertaken in 
obedience to the Pope his Master, to 
whom all the Churches in the world 
owed obedience. The. Archdeacon, 
seeing that he was determined to pro- 
ceed, requested he would ordain none 
but such as had been educated at the 
College of Vaipicotta; but soon re- 
ceived answer, that the Archbishop 
should ordain as many as he thought 
proper. On the receipt of this an- 
swer, the Archdeacon published an 
Edict, prohibiting all Christians from 
receiving the Ordination of the Arch- 
bishop, on pain of excommunica- 
tion; and, moreover, commanding the 
Christians to exclude him from their 
Churches. This instrument did not 
reach Diamper till after Menezes had 
confirmed a considerable number at 
that place: but, on its arrival, he was 
requested by the oldest Casanar of 
the place immediately to desist and 
leave their Church. The Archbishop, 
however, still persisted; and, on the 
day appointed for Ordination, actually 
ordained thirty-seven, whom he pre- 
viously compelled to subscribe to the 
Confession of Pius 1Vth. and to swear 
obedience to the HolySee. This was 
a master-piece in the politics of Me- 
nezes: for he well knew that such a 
proceeding would not only raise him 
a number of adherents on whom he 
could in future rely; but that it would 
be the only step to secure the majorit 

of votes in the approaching Synod, 
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which, as we shal} see hereafter, he 
obtained. 

After this the Archbishop proceeded 
to Carturté, a considerable town in 
the territories of the queen of Pi- 
menta, aud the residence of.a very 
respectable community of Christians 
of St. Thomas. On his way to Car- 
turté, he visited several Churches, in 
which his success was various. After 
a dangerous journey, however, he ar- 
rived at the place of his destination ; 
where, proceeding to the Church, he 
performed Mass, and requested the 
people to attend on the day following, 
as he had something important to 
communicate. The same night, how- 
ever, he obtained a conference with 
two of the principal inhabitants of the 
ae named Iti Mato Mapula, and 

ti Mané Mapula, whom, either by 
promises or bribes, he completely 
ained over to his party. On Palm 
Eacten, High Mass was performed, 
with great pomp, in the Church of 
Carturté, attended with a full choir, 
which the Archbishop had obtained 
for that purpose from Cochin. This 
ceremony, it was hoped, would gain 
considerably on the people, which it 
probably did: for the Archbishop now 


ventured a step further, and proposed 


Auricular Confession as necessary to 
salvation; a custom hitherto unknown 
among the Christians of St. Thomas. 
He, moreover, abolished the custom 
of making offerings at this time, which 
had, from time immemerial, been the 
sole revenue of the Priests: this he 
called Simony, without ever reflect- 
ing that there were customs in his 
own Church much more deserving of 
that name. These proceedings, add- 
ed to the publie complaints made by 
a Casanar of noble birth in Carturte, 
who had been joined by thirty asso- 
ciates, reduced the Archbishop to 
some difficulties, which were met and 
overcome either by dissimulation or 
menaces, as occasion required. 

The queen of the country, hearing 
of the proceedings of the Archbishop 
at Carturté, and fearing, as the king 
of Cochin had done, that something 
more than religion was the real ob- 
ject of his visitation, sent an order, 
commanding him to quit ber kingdom 
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in the space of three days, on pain of 
death. The Archbishop, however, 
having succeeded in bribing most of 
her principal officers to his party, im- 
mediately replied, that he shuuld not 
leave Carturteé till he had finished the 
work that had called him thither :— 
that if she procured his death, his 
murder oak be avenged by Almighty 
God; not to mention the arms of the 
king of Portugal, which she had al- 
ready felt, and which, on such an oc- 
casion, would be exerted to the utter- 
most. 

The queen, probably aware of the 
strength of the Archbishop’s party, 
did not proceed to extremities: and 
the work of subjugation went on. It 
is said, that the Archbishop, seeing a 
Casanar in the Church whom he had 
some time hefore excommunicated, 
immediately ordered him to leave the 
Church; which being refused, the Ca- 
sanar was dragged before him, forced 
on his knees, and commanded to ask 
his Lordship’s pardon; which also be- 
ing refused, on the grounds of the 
Archbishop’s having no right to exer- 
cise Episcopal power in that Church, 
the Casanar was, after a struggle, 
turned out of the Chureh. 

The Archbishop, finding his party 
strong in the Church of Carturte, 
thought it time to have recourse to 
some method for the reduction of the 
Archdeacon; and, accordingly, on the 
night following assembled several of 
the Casanars at his lodgings, request- 
ing their advice on this important 
question: and intimating his intention 
of nominating one Thomas ‘Curia, 
who was a near relation to the Arch- 
deacon, as his successer. The Casa- 
nars, in reply, requested his Lordship 
would grant them the space of twenty 
days, in which time they hoped to 
prevail on the Archdeacon; who, they 
said, was young and inexperienced, 
and had, moreover, the misfortune of 
being in the hands of ill advisers. 
Six of these-Priests were despatched, 
the next day, to treat with the Arch- 
deacon ; who, notwithstanding their 
persuasions, still determined never te 
submit to the Pope. 

On the Easter Eve following, the 
Archbishop had a second Ordination, 














2ir 


the 
on, 





wer 


BOO EOL TT 


nite va 





RTT TS RT TI 


—— 








lat a te Se 





MGT 





August, 1818.] 


in which he ordained many who had 
been prohibited from attending the 
former at Diamper. 

The same evening, Francisco Roz, 
teacher of the Syriac language at the 
College of Vaipicotta, arriving at Car- 
turté, complimented the Archbishop 
on the incredible success which he had 
met with at that place; for, “ but a 
few montis ago,” said he, “ on my 
wishing to perform MassinthisChurch, 
the doors were shut against me, which 
I was obliged to force open by the as- 
sistance of one of the queen’s offi- 
cers; and when the host was elevated 
for the adoration of the people, they 
shut their eyes; and, on exhibiting an 
image of the Blessed Virgin, they cried 
out, ‘ Away with that filthiness! we 
are Christians, and therefore do not 
worship idols.’ ” This is a sufficient 
proof that images had not been ad- 
mitted into this Church; and that it 
was in this respect, as well as many 
others, in a much purer state than that 
of their pretended reformers. 

On Easter Sunday a pompous pro- 
cession took place, which very much 
irritated the Brahmins of the neigh- 
bouring towns, who began to fear their 
own religion to be in danger. They 
endeavoured, therefore, to interrupt 
the pageantry of their supposed rivals; 
but did not succeed. After the Morn- 
ing Service, the Syrians celebrated 
their Love-Feast, which, it is probable, 
they have retained from the remotest 
antiquity; and sent the Archbishop 
his DOUBLE PORTION, which was kindly 
received. In the evening, the Arch- 
bishop visited the sick, comforting 
them with money and spiritual advice ; 
which he did not fail, at the same time, 
to declare, was the duty of every pre- 
late; but which their own prelates had 
shamefully neglected. ‘This, it may 
be supposed, would not fail to produce 
a very high opinion of the piety and 
humanity of Menezes, among a people 
so remarkable for their simplicity ; 
which it actually did, and was effectual 
in laying the foundation for their fu- 
ture complete subjugation. 

The day mgs the Arch- 
bishop went to Nagpili, where was 
a Church at.a small distance from 
Carturté. Here he confirmed, and 
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reconciled several to the Church of 
Rome. 

On the same day, Menezes went to 
Molandurté, where, contrary to his 
expectations, from the kindness of his 
former reception, he found the Church 
doors shut against him. He resolved, 
on this, to have recourse to arguments 
more-effective than might be drawn 
from the Seripture or reason. He ac- 
cordingly despatched a Letter to his 
friend, the king of Cochin, desiring 
that he would instantly send his prime 
minister to Molandurté. The king, 
as before remarked, was by no means 
zealous for the subjugation of. the 
Christians to the Archbishop of Goa; 
fearing, as he did, the loss of fifty 
thousand of the best soldiers in his do- 
minions, which might thus be drawn 
over to a party, which, at a time pro- 
bably not far distant, might become 
his enemy. The king was, however, 
prevailed on by the Archbishop. The 
officer was accordingly sent; and, on 
his arrival at Molandurté, proceeded 
with Menezes to the Church, and or- 
dered the Christians to obey him in 
every thing that he should require, on 
pain of the king’s displeasure; though 
he is said to have adinonished them in 
private, that it was his Master’s wish 
that they should still adhere to their 
Archdeacon. The day following the 
Archbishop officiated in the Church ; 
and a great number were reconciled 
to the faith of Rome. 

The Archdeacon is said to have sent 
a menacing letter to the Archbishop 
at this place, telling him that the prin- 
cipal kings on the coast of Malabar 
were prepared to defend the Chris- 
tians to the uttermost, and that it was 
in vain that he expected their submis- 
sion. This was seconded by a body 
of thirty Nairs, who came armed with 
musquets, threatening the destruction 
of the Archbishop, if he persisted in 
distressing their prince. All of which 
Menezes wholly disregarded. 

From Molandurté the Archbishop 
proceeded to Diamper; where, meet- 
ing the Prime Minister of the King of 
Cochin, he made heavy complaints 

inst the king, on account of the 
iiltreatment which he had experienced 


in his dominions, This the minister. 
32 
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endeavoured to excuse; but the Arch- 
bishop, suspecting the fidelity of all 
his professions, teld him, that one 
thing was requisite to evince the truth 
of his statements, and to exculpate 
his Master; which was, that he should 
immediately assemble the Christians, 
and command them, on pain of the 
king’s displeasure, and confiscation of 
their goods, to submit to him as their 
true prelate; and, by no means, pri 

vately to insinuate the contrary, as he 
had formerly done. ‘The minister ac- 
cordingly assembled the people, and 
delivered the Archbishop’s instruc- 
tions, as those of his Master. The 
Archbishop then preached to the peo- 
ple, and rsquested their attendance 
on the day following for Baptism and 
Confirmation, to which they submit- 
ted. After these rites were over, 
Menezes ventured to pronounce the 
Archdeacon excommunicate; stating, 
as his reasons, the universal authority 
of the Pope, to which the Archdeacon 
had not only manifested himself an 
opponent, but he had solicited the in- 
fidel kings of the coast to favour his 
rebellion. This the Archbishop re- 
presented as a grievous dereliction of 
the faith; not considering that he was 
supported by the very same means in 
preaching that sermon. In the even- 
ing, the farce of visiting the sick, and 
distributing money, was repeated; 
which, in conjunction with the influ- 
ence that he had acquired with the 
king of Cochin, effectually established 
his authority in the Church of Diam- 


er. 
J The Archbishop having thus brought 
over the Churches of Carturté, Molan- 
durté, and Diamper; and, mvreover, 
being certain of the Churches in the 
kingdoms of Porca, Gundara, Marca, 
and Batimena, from the influence 
which he had with the princes of those 
places; and being informed of the 
distress of the Archdeacon on this ac- 
count, wrote a long letter, citing him 
to appear before the tribunal of God 
to give account of the souls then burn- 
ing in hell on account of his obsti- 
nacy in keeping them back from the 
Roman Church, out of which there 
was no salvation. The Epistle struck 


terror inte the Archdeacon, who now 
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found, that either his submission or 
his destruction would inevitably fol- 
low. He chose to submit, and deter- 
mined to write to Menezes to that 
effect. 

The Archbishop, having succeeded 
at Diamper to the utmost of his wishes, 
sailed to Narame, a considerable vil- 
lage of Christians. Here he found 
the village in array, determined to op- 
pose him. Menezes had, however, 
discovered a readier and more eflective 
way of obtaining his purpose, than 
the application of either force or ar- 
gument; and to this he determined 
now to have recourse. He accord- 
ingly sent for the officer of the king of 
Cochin, in whose country this Church 
was situated, and requested him to go 
on shore, and command the Christians, 
in the king’s name, immediately to 
tender their submission tohim. This 
was dene; and the Christians, to a 
man, left the village, and refused even 
to sell him fresh provisions for his 
money. 

About this time the Archdeacon’s 
Letter came to hand, promising unre- 
served submission to the Archbishop. 
This was very acceptable, no doubt, to 
Menezes; and an instrument, consist- 
ing of ten articles, was immediately 
drawn up for the Archdeacon’s sub- 
scription. Ih this instrument he was 
to engage to renounce the errors of 
Nestorius ; to confess that there was 
only one Christian law ; to subscribe 
to the Confession of Pius TV. to de- 
liver up all the books in the Diocess, 
to be either amended or burnt; to 
swear obedience to the Pope, and to 
acknowledge that there was no salva- 
‘tion but in obedience to him; to curse 
the Patriarch of Babylon; to receive 
no Bishop, unless sent by the Pope ; 
to acknowledge Menezes for his law- 
ful prelate; to issue letters for assem- 
bling the approaching Synod; and to 
accompany the Archbishop, and assist 
him in his visitation of the Churches. 

These articles were signed by the 
Archbishop, and sent by a Casanar, 
who was previously compelled to swear 
ohedience to the Church of Rome, 
and to abandon the Archdeacon in case 
he refused to subscribe. Twenty days 
were allowed for the Archdeacon’s 
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subscription. He replied, that he was 
ready to subscribe, but could not pos- 
sibly consent to do it in the space of 
twenty days. The Archbishop, think- 
ing it probable that the kings of Man- 
gate and Cochin threw some impedi- 
ments in the way of the Archdeacon’s 
subscription, managed matters in such 
a way as to procure Letters from both, 
commanding his immediate subscrip- 
tion. Still the Archdeacon durst not 
trust himself at Cranganor, whither 
the Archbishop had gone, in order to 
prepare his decrees for the approach- 
ing Synod; but requested that he 
might be permitted to tender his sub- 
scription at Vaipicotta. To this Me- 
nezes signified his consent, and re- 
paired thither for that purpose. When 
they met in the Church, the Archdea- 
con threw himself at the feet of Me- 
nezes, rehearsing the words of the Pro- 
digal, (Luke xv. 21.) Father, I have 
sinned, &c. The Archbishop raised 
him up; and, embracing him with 
much apparent tenderness, told him 
all past errors were now forgotten 
and absorbed in the joy which he felt 
for the souls that would be added to 
the Church by his example. He then 
pressed him for his subscription, which 
the Archdeacon requested might be 
received in private, for reasons which 
were accepted by Menezes. They ac- 
cordingly repaired to the Archbishop’s 
lodgings, and the subscription was 
signed in due form. 

The next morning the Archdeacon 
assembled the Casanars, and informed 
them what he had done, and of his 
intention of calling a Synod, to which 
they all agreed. 

It was then debated where the Sy- 
nod should be held. Some proposed 
Angamale, as being the ancient seat 
of the Bishop of the Diocess. 'Tothis 
Menezes objected, for several reasons : 
first, because the Christians of that 
Church were more attached to their 
ancient religion than any other in the 
Diocess:. secondly, because it was not 
situated in the territories of the king 
of Cochin, the friend of Menezes: and, 
thirdly, because it was too far distant 
from the Portuguese garrison at Co- 
chin. It was, therefore, determined 
that it should be held at Diamper ; 
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and that it should be assembled on the 
20th of June following, A. D. 1599. 

The Archbishop and Archdeacon 
accordingly issued their Letters to this 
effect, ordering a suitable number of 
such priests as were under their re- 
spective jurisdictions to attend. In 
the mean time, the Archbishop did 
every thing in his power to obtain the 
majority of the votes in the Synod; 
and, for this purpose, he ordered not 
fewer than fifty priests on the Trinity 
Sunday preceding, which, added to 
those already ordained at Diamper and 
Carturté, made up, at least, two thirds 
of the Synod, which in Casanars did 
not exceed 153. He then retired to 
Cranganor, where, with the assistance 
of Francisco Roz, the Jesuit, he com- 
pean the Decrees of the Synod, which 

e had afterwards little more to do 
than to read over, in order to pass 
them into laws. 

The Casanars and Deputies havin 
met at Diamper on the day appointed, 
Menezes nominated eight of the most 
respectable -Casanars, with the Arch- 
deacon and four Laymen, as a Com- 
mittee, to whom he submitted the 
Decrees which he had composed, for 
their consideration and approval. It 
does not appear that any objection was 
made by the Committee to these De- 
crees ; the Synod, therefore, proceed- 
ed to business without any interrup- 
tion. After the celebration of High 
Mass, attended by the choir of Cochin, 
and a sermon from Francisco Roz, in 
which he attempted to prove the su- 
premacy of the Pope, the Synod com- 
menced its sessions. The precautions 
taken by Menezes for ensuring the 
majority of votes, had the desired 
effect; for, an effort being made soon 
after the first session, by some discon- 
tented Casanars, to interrupt the pro- 
ceedings, the strength of his party 
manifesting itself, immediately re- 
stored order, and effectually prevent- 
ed a similar occurrence. 

The Archbishop having thus con- 
cluded every thing to his entire satis- 
faction, began to make preparations 
for his Second Visitation to the 
Churches of Malabar; in which he 
hoped, by his own presence, to make 
the union complete, and to enforce 
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such customs as might otherwise be 
neglected. 

Ihe first scene of his visit was Co- 
tette, in the kingdom of Tecancute, 
where he found a young Casanar, who 
had studied at Vaipicotta, and who 
had married a short time before the 
meeting of the Synod of Diamper. 
This Ecclesiastic, still continuing his 
attachment to the ancient ritual, re- 
fused to part with his wife; and was 
accordingly excommunicated by Me- 
nezes, and in a short time after died, 
probably of a broken heart. 

From Cotette the Archbishop pro- 
ceeded to Coramabur, a place situated 
in the kingdom of Porca, where he 
also excommunicated a priest who re- 
fused to be separated from his wife. 

From Coramabur he went to Diam- 
per, (not the place of the Synod) 
thence to Paru, afterwards to Molan- 
durté, in which places he established 
the Roman sacraments and customs. 
After this he visited Paru and Anga- 
male. 

In Angamale he was received with 
great pomp. Here he separated many 
Casanars irom their wives, and burnt 
a great number of Syriac books. A 
circumstance happened here, which 
considerably embarrassed the Archbi- 
shop. The Portuguese having killed 
and eaten a bullock, an animal con- 
sidered as sacred by the Brahmins, 
the fact was discovered, and reported 
to the kings of Mangate and Anga- 
male; who determined on the imme- 
diate destruction of the Portuguese, 
and would have probably carried this 
determination into execution, had not 
Menezes made one of them his friend 
by presents, who refused to vate cre- 
dit to the report, unless he should be 
informed by the Archbishop himself. 
Menezes, of course, took the safest 
measure, and totally denied the fact ; 
and, as none of the accusers were 
willing to submit to the ordeal of boil- 
ing oil, the matter fell to the ground. 

From Angamale Menezes went to 
the Church of Agaparambin; thence 
to Mangate ; and, afterward, to Vai- 
picotta, the principal station of the 
Jesuites. 

From Vaipicotta he proceeded to 
Cranganor, where there was a fortress 
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belonging to the Portuguese. Here 
Menezes determined to obtain the au- 
thority of the Pope and of the king 
of Portugal, to remove the See of An- 
gamale to Cranganor, in order to fix 
the residence of the Bishop within the 
territories of the Portuguese. This 
he supposed would effectually bring 
the Christians of St. Thomas under 
the authority of the Pope and the 
king of Portugal; which he sueceed- 
ed in effecting, and which afterward 
proved the occasion of ruin to the in- 
terests of both. 

From Cranganor the Archbishop 
proceeded to Muttan, in the kingdom 
of Muturte; thence to Pallipporan, 
in the territories of the queen of Pi- 
menta. Here he gained a wealthy 


_ Christian to his party, who had hi- 


therto been adverse. This conver- 
sion, it should deem, was brought 
about by a miracle, which is not worth 
relating. 

The Archbishop then passed to Ca- 
lucate in the kingdom of Porca; and 
thence to Porca, the capitol of the 
kingdom. ‘The Church of this place 
had been built by a Pagan king, from 
the supposition that the cross painted - 
on the banners of the Christians had 
been the means of procuring him a 
victory. This Church was afterward 
given to the Jesuits. From this place 
the Archbishop proceeded to Cale- 
coulan, where, after making a peace 
with the king of the country for the 
Portuguese, he obtained an instrument, 
permitting the people to embrace 
Christianity. . 

The Archbishop, after this, visited 
Coulan, where he met with some mer- 
chants who belonged to a Church si- 
tuated about 25 leagues distant, in the 
kingdom of Travancore. The inha- 
bitants of that place, it appeared, re- 
tained nothing more of Christianity 
than the name; but, as the rainy sea- 
son, and the unfriendly disposition of 
the king of that country to the Portu- 
guese, presented some difliculties to 
Menezes, he satisfied himself in send- 
ing with the merchants a Casanar, 
who is said to have succeeded in con- 
verting them to the faith. 

From Coulan Menezes proceeded 


to the Church.of Tivellycare, in the - 
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territories of the queen of Changa- 
nate. Here he found the people un- 
tractable and ferocious. At length, 
however, by the assistance of the Ca- 
sanars, he prevailed on the priests to 
take the Ecclesiastical habit, and the 
people to submit to the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, and to Auricular Con- 
fession. 

After establishing an intelligent Ca- 
sanar here, as Rector of the ec 
the Archbishop visited a small Church 
at Gundara, where he found the Chris- 
tians extremely docile. He here be- 
stowed the title of “ Brother-in-arms 
with the King of Portugal,” on the 
king of Gundara. 

After. this Menezes visited the 
Churches of Calaré and Caramanate ; 
at the latter of which he was in con- 
siderable danger from the Nairs, who 
are said to have bent their bows on 
him, in consequence of his having 
spoken disrespectfully of their idols. 

From Caramanaté he passed to Calé 
Coulan; thence to Catiapalay, in the 
territories of the king of Batimena ; 
and thence to the Church of Corico 
Langare, in the kingdom of Paneply. 
In the latter place the Archbishop 
found a great number of Syriac books, 
which he committed to the flames. 

After this he visited Batimena, Ma- 
velicare, and Naranam, where nothing 
worthy of remark appears to have oc- 
curred. 


(To be continued. ) 
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An Excursion into Wales. 
(From the Christian Guardian.) 

Anout fifteen years ago I had oc- 
casion to undertake a journey of 
nearly forty miles, in the same: di- 
rection with the course of the Wye, 
a river which rises in the principality 
of Wales, and passes through a most 
romantic and fertile country, until it 
empties itself into the Severn. The 
season of the year rendered every 
thing around me interesting in the 
highest degree, for it was just before 
the beginning of harvest, when “ the 
pastures were clothed with flocks; 
the vallies were also covered with 
corn ;” the woods were clad with fo- 


hage, where “ the fowls of the heaven 
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had their habitation, and sung among 
the branches.” The orchards pre- 
sented innumerable trees laden with 
fruit; and the hop-yards displayed 2 
pleasing variety of productions for 
the use of man. How beneficent, 
thought I, is the great Parent of the 
universe! The earth is full of his 
riches!”— OQ that men would, there- 
fore, praise the Lord for his good- 
ness !”” 

The Wye sometimes became my 
companion, and flowed close at my 
side, frequently murmuring among 
the rugged and enormous stones 
which nature had pitched in the bed 
of the stream, or gliding smoothly, 
without interruption or noise, in its 
sandy channel. What an emblem of 
human life! Like this romantic ri- 
ver, we pass on towards the vast, the 
boundless ocean of eternity! We 
are at one time struggling with diffi- 
culties, loud in our complaints, and 
striving to disentangle ourselves from 
those persons and things that impede 
our progress; and shortly afterwards 
we go on for a time, like the silent 
current, with ease, in the enjoyment 
of prosperity. 

But my fellow-traveller would often 
take its leave of me, and playfully 


‘wind among the fields and meadows 


at a considerable distance from the 
road. . Such are worldly friends: 
when their interests or pleasures 
unite with ours, they walk with us; 
but if caprice or avarice tempt them, 
they leave us to ourselves. Let us, 
therefore, learn not to “trust in man,” 
who, “ in his best estate, is altogether 
vanity ;” but let us “ put our whole 
trust and confidence in the mercy” of 
Him who hath promised, “ I will ne- 
ver leave thee nor forsake thee ” 

In pursuing my route, the lofty 
mountains of Cambria, at an awful 
distance, raising their heads to the 
clouds, afforded me subjects for sub- 
limity of thought, and for exercising 
all the powers of imagination. Great 
things, seen even afar off, are import- 
ant. Could we but see by faith “the 
things that are eternal,” how profita- 
ble, as well as noble, would be our 
reflections! The scenes around us, 


though charming and delightful, would 
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lose their power to engross our affec- 
tions ; and our minds would soar in 
holy contemplation to the * evertast- 
ing hills which never can be moved.” 
The various windings of the valley 
opened continually new objects of 
meditation and pleasure. In some 
places, rugged rocks to an amazing 
height seemed to menace me with 
instant death; and a little further, 
the narrowness of the glen was suc- 
ceeded by a broad and diversified ex- 
panse of 
* Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains, 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams; by these, 
Creatures that liv’d, and mov'd. aud walk'd, or flew, 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smil’d; 
With tragrance and with joy my heart o’erflow’d.” 
What a picture is this of Provi- 
dence and of grace! We are often 


led to conclude, from the appearance’ 


of the objects around us, that “ there 
is but a step between us and death ;” 
but as we proceed, “ a way of escape” 
is found. Dangers are succeeded by 
deliverances, and fears give way to 
oy. ¥ 

With such reflections as these sug- 
gested, L humbly trust, by the Spirit 
of God, who enabled me to read and 
study the book of nature, which was 
open before me on my journey, as 
well as the sacred volume of grace in 
the hours of retirement, I arrived 
early in the day at the place of my 
destination, where business was to de- 
tain me for a few days. After re- 
freshing myself, and providing for the 
rest of my faithful beast, L took a walk 
in the evening through the village. 
It was situated on the banks of a 
small rivulet which emptied itself, 
just below, into the Wye. The 
houses were plain, rural, and clean. 
The inhabitants were industrious, and 
apparently content. Order and de- 
cency pervaded the place; while all 
appearance of profaneness, which I 
had frequently witnessed with pain, 
on my journey, during the day, seem- 
ed to be studiously avoided. In se- 
veral houses I heard the sound of 
singing; but the tunes were not those 
of carnal songs, but what accompany 
*‘ Psalms and Hymns.” I more than 
once saw groups of various ages re- 
turning from their labours in the 
fields, whose “ mouths were filled 
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with the praises of God!” The ro- 
mantic scenery, and fruitful fields, 
gardens, and orchards, which every 
way surrounded me, together with 
the simple and virtuous manners of 
the people, excited sensations of plea- 
sure within me, which are easier con- 
ceived by those who “ approve the 
things that are excellent,” than can 
be described by my feeble pen. 

Thus pleased with, and interested 
in, ail that came under my observa- 
tion; my walk led me up a lane, on 
each side of which a row of venerable 
oaks intermingled their branches over 
my head, forming a shade which was 
calculated for inspiring me with a 
train of reflections truly solemn, and 
highly profitable. So inviting a re- 
treat could not be forsaken, although, 
by entering it, I was turning my back 
upon a village which already had en- 
gaged my affections to it and to its 
inhabitants. In a few minutes I 
found my walk terminate at the gates 
of the Church-yard. Ah! thought I, 
how many will experience an end like 
this to all their pleasing reveries ! 
Delighted with their good things on 
earth, they soon shall awake from 
their dreams of worldly felicity at 
their near approach to “ the house 
appointed for all living.” 

I entered with solemn delight inte 
the sacred ground where many a hil- 
lock proclaimed to me, “ Thou art 
mortal.” . The Church was a modern 
structure, built in the Gothic style; a 
style of architecture peculiarly adapt- 
ed for the house of God, and calcu- 
lated, above all others, for inspiring 
that pious awe which conduces so 
much for composing the mind in the 
exercise of devotion. It is true, in- 
deed, that places and external cir- 
cumstances are comparatively of little 
importance for the performance of 
holy worship; but it is also evident, 
from the experience of all ages, that 
there is a connexion between natural 
and spiritual things; it would be, 
therefore, absurd, if the practice of 
religious services should be attempted 
in places formed for worldly business. 
Who would repair for devotion to-the 
market-house? Who would build a 
Church in the form of a warehouse? 
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I think, then, from reason, as well as 
from universal custom, that there is a 
great propriety in adopting a plan for 
the erection of churches becoming 
the solemnity of the spiritual work of 
prayer, praise, and instruction. The 
Church of C——, where I now was, 
is certainly a structure widely differ- 
ent from many modern ones: though 
it has been founded, as 1 afterwards 
learned, within these thirty years, it 
js in the style of our best old parish 
churches, neat, durable, commodious, 
and venerable. 

The doors were open, as if to in- 
vite astranger toenter. Having been 
educated according to the rites of our 
Establishment, and having, 1 humbly 
trust, imbibed the spirit of piety which 
breathes in her services, the invitation 
was irresistible. The inside was in 
every way suited for a place of 
worship. Every thing indicated that 
“ God’s sanctuary was reverenced.” 
The very first appearance of the 
Church accounted for the manners of 
the inhabitants, which I had alreaay 
somuch admired. The following in- 
scription on the front of the gallery 
was highly gratifying: 

THIS 
CHURCH WAS ERECTED A. D. 1790. 
AS A CHAPEL OF EASE TO 
THE PARISH CHURCH SIX MILES DISTANT, 
BY THE 
LIBERAL SUBSCRIPTIONS OF THE INHA- 
BLITANTS AND OTHERS. 


THE EXPENSES AMOUNTED TO 
60001. 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS. 


While examining the various parts 
of this interesting place, I often wish- 
ed for a small ray of that light which 
shines in the Meditation of the amia- 
ble Hervey in his walks among the 
tombs. I had consolation, however, 
in reflecting, that the same God who 
receives the tribute of the higher or- 
ders of his servants, will also gra- 
ciously accept the service of the low- 
est. I rejoiced in the opportunity 
afforded me, to offer up my thanks to 
Him who had cast my lot in a land 
where churehes are established for 
the good of its inhabitants. O what 
thanks onght I to.give daily to Him 
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who caused me to be born in Britain, 
and not in the dark heathen lands in 
India! to Him who has taught me to 
worship the true God in the Christian 
Church, when I might have been of- 
fring bloody rites ina Pagan temple! 
“ Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me bless his hely name.” 
O give him thanks for my “ creation, 
preservation, and redemption; for the 
means of grace and the hope of glo- 
ry 19 

In returning towards the village, I 
met with a funeral procession, moving 
slowly up the hill towards the Church. 
As every one’s countenance and beha- 
viour seemed to indicate unfeigned 
sorrow and mourning, I returned 
with the multitude; and, although I 
was a perfect stranger in the place, I 
involuntarily found myself constrain- 
ed to “ weep with them that wept.” 

The service at the Church was 
read in a very animated and impres 
sive manner, by a minister whose 
heart seemed to feel the important 
truths which he pronounced; hence 
it is no wonder that his hearers felt 
them. While the 39th Psalm was 
alternately recited by the minister 
and all the people (for all the congre- 
gation here joined in the service,) in 
a slow, pathetic, and reverential tone, 
how insignificant did all the affairs of 
this world appear, in comparison of 
those sublime advantages which reli- 
gion confers! In the excellent les- 
son, (1 Cor. xv.) which the Church 
has selected for the occasion, the glo- 
rious Redeemer was presented to our 
view, in such a way as was calculated 
to raise in us the most fervent grati- 
tude and love. The triumph of faith 
over death and the grave, as exhibited 
in that admirable chapter, appeared 


to excite in every breast a desire to - 


live the life and die the death of the 
righteous. ; 
We afterwards proceeded to the 
grave, where the rest of the service 
was conducted in a manner the most 
instructive that I ever attended. No 
sooner had the corpse been laid in the 
grave, and “ the earth cast upon the 
body,” as directed in the Rubric, than 
the following words were sung: J 
heard @ voice from heaven, saying 
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unto me, Write, from henceforth 
blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord: Even so, saith the Spirit, for 
they shall rest from their labours. 
‘Then the whole congregation kneeled 
upon their knees, according to the 
pious custom of the Principality, dur- 
ing the prayers which followed. Such 
forins of devotion, at a time when we 
have most cause to acknowledge our- 
selves to be * earth, dust, and ashes,” 
are certainly very appropriate; and 
it is very desirable that more atten- 
tion should be paid than generally is, 
to decency of conduct on such occa- 
sions, 


SSV= 
=== 


Annual Report of the Halifax Dio- 
cesan Committee of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
for the year 1817. 

Tue Halifax DiocesanCommitee, 
in presenting to the members of the 
Society, and to the public, the third 
Annual Report of their proceedings, 
beg leave to offer their congratula- 
tions and their gratitude, for the pros- 
perity which has attended the affairs 
of the Committee. 

1. The Correspondence with the 
Parent Society has continued to afford 
every encouragement to the humble 
endeavours of the Committee. The 
approbation of the Society cannot be 
expressed in a more gratifying man- 
nec than by an extract from one of 
the letters of the Rev. Wm. Parker, 
Assistant Secretary : 

“T had the honour of laying the 
Annual Report of the Diocesan Com- 
mittee for 1816, together with a copy 
of their resolution of the 9th of De- 
cember, 1816, before the Committee 
of Correspondence, and the General 
Board. | 

“ If I was merely to state that the 
Committee for Correspondence, and 
the Board, declared their approbation 
ef the proceedings detailed in these 
communications, [ should very ina- 
dequately express the sense enter- 
tained by the Society of the value of 
the exertions made by the Diocesan 
Committee during the past year. I 
can assure you with perfect sincerity, 
that the communications were re- 
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ceived by the Committee for Corre- 
spondence, and the Board, with the 
highest satisfaction; and that the Re. 
port of the Proceedings of the Dio- 
cesan Committee, both in regard to 
the general concerns of the Society, 
and to the education of children in 
particular, excited a more than ordis 
nary degree of interest in the minds 
of the members who were present at 
the meeting. 

“ T did not fail to invite the special 
attention of the Board to a passage in 
your letter of the 25th of March, in 
which you advert to the premium paid 
on Bills of Exchange. The Board, 
who are at all times desirous of con- 
sulting the interest and the conveni- 
ence of the Diocesan Committee, 
unanimously passed the following 
resolution : 


“ Bartlett’s Buildings, Tuesday, 
May 6, 1817. 


“ At a General Meeting, the Right 
Rev. Henry, Lord Bishop of Bangor, 
in the chair, 

“ Agreed, That in consideration of 
the important services rendered to 
the Society by the Diocesan Commit- 
tee at Halifax, Nova-Scotia, and of 
the heavy premium paid on bills of 
exchange drawn at Halifax on Lon- 
don; and with a view to give encou- 
ragement to the Diocesan Committee, 
to persevere in their endeavours to 
promote the objects of the Society, 
the payment of one third of benefac- 
tions, subscriptions, &c. raised in aid 
of the funds of the Diocesan Commit- 
tee be remitted.” 

The following list of books, distri- 
buted by the Parent Society in the 
year ending in April, 1817, with a 
statement of the finances of the So- 
ciety, and several other particulars, 
are furnished by the same correspond- 
ence. 


Bibles (exclusive of the Family Bible) 23,627 


New Testaments and Psalters . . . 56,605 
Common Prayer Books . . . . . 89,498 
Other bound Books ... .. . 53,349 


agg = Books, Tracts, &e. . . . 733,917 
ooks, ‘l'racts, and Papers, gratu- 
nly Gta . {. TAN 


Total, 1,219,444 
Notwithstanding the extraordinary 
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pressure of the times, the receipts of 
the last year exceeded those of the 
preceding year by very nearly ten 
thousand pounds. 

At the audit in 1816, the amount 


‘was 50,226/.; and at the audit in 


1817, it was 60,2217. 

It appears, also, that there has been 
avery large accession of new mem- 
bers, and that the Diocesan and Dis- 
trict Committees are increasing, not 
only in England, but in all parts of 
the British empire, and are greatly 
extending the labours and the useful- 
ness of the Society. 

The second edition of the Family 
Bible, announced in the Report of 
last year as likely to be called for, 
is now in hand, and the University of 
Oxford has undertaken to supply it on 
very advantageous terms. 

2. The Committee have great plea- 
sure in repeating their acknowledg- 
ments to the several District Com- 
mittees in different parts of this ex- 
tensive Diocess. ‘These are nobly 
promoting the objects of the Society, 
and encourage the best hopes that, 
with the blessing of God, their endea- 
vours are already producing important 
benefits. The correspondence with 
the Committees at Frederickton, St. 
Johns, St. Andrews, Newfoundland, 
Cape-Breton, Prince Edward Island, 
and with numerous individuals, who 
are too remote from each other to 
unite in a Committee, continues to 
encourage all the hopes that were 
entertained when they first joined the 
Society. Their contributions still give 

evidence of their zeal and success— 
and the books they are dispersing are 
received with thankfulness, and are 
rendering very valuable services,even 
to the remotest settlements in these 
colonies. The Diocesan Committee 
feel that they have no more to do 
than to urge those who have already 
begun in this good work, to a conti- 
nuance of their exertions; and ear- 
nestly and respectfully to recommend 
an imitation of their zeal and liberal- 
ity to all other parishes in the Dio- 
cess, with the fullest confidence that 
the advantages to be expected from 
such efforts will immediately appear, 
in the wider dissemination, and in the 
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more prevailing influence of Christian 
knowledge and Christian morals, with 
all the blessings which result from the 
increase of such holy influence. 

3. The Distribution of Books and 
Tracts, throughout the Diocess, has 
engaged the earnest attention of the 
Diocesan Committee, and it is with 
much satisfaction they are enabled to 
state, that this part of their work is 
also prospering. The demand for 
these Books and Tracts has been 
much greater than could be supplied 
from the stock at Halifax; and in 
some cases the Committee have been 
obliged to forward the applications to 
the Parent Society. At the com- 
mencement of the year, the Com- 
mittee had, as they then considered 
it, a very ample stock of books on 
hand; but such has been the call for 
them, that, at the close of the year, 
several of their most valuable articles 
are entirely exhausted, and they have 
been obliged to request a new supply 
from England, to the amount of 500/. 

So many repeated: and earnest 
applications had been made to the 
Committee to establishe depots of 
books in different parts of the coun- 
try, that it was thought proper to try 
the experiment; and, accordingly, 
depots have been made at Horton, 
under the care of Mr. Alport; at 
Parrsborough, under the care of Mr. 
Ratchford; and at Newport, under 
the care of Mr. Wier. ‘These are so 
likely to answer their intended pur- 
pose, that the Committee are desirous 
of complying with other similar -ap- 
plications, as far as their means will 
allow. 

Large demands have also been 


made upon the Committee for the - 


supply of schools, and especially of 
those into which the national system 


of education has been introduced ; all | 


of which they have gladly supplied, 
to the extent of their ability. 

The Committee have likewise fur- 
nished a partial supply of books te 
several small and remote settlements 
along the shores of these provinces, 
whose want of the means of religious 
instruction was most deplorable; and 
they have resolved to attempt the 
supply of all such places more abun- 
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dantly, as soon as it may be possible 
to distribute Bibles, Testaments, 
Prayer Books, and ‘Tracts, through 
some careful agent, who may be visit- 
ing the harbours and other settlements 
on the coasts. 

4. On the subject of Accounts, the 
Comittee are not able, at the present 
moment, to give so particular and 
satisfactory a statement as they wish; 
partly owing to the want of returns 
grom distant places, and partiy to the 
large demands that have been made 
upon them, in the last year, for gra- 
iui/vus supplies to poor settlements. 
They have, however, thankfully to 
acknowledge several very liberal con- 
tributions, at Halifax, St. Johns, Fre- 
derickton, St. Andrews, and other 
places; and they rejoice in having 
been enabled, since the date of the 
last year’s Report, to rewit bills to 
the Parent Society in London, to the 
amount of 382/. 9s. 4d. sterling. 

» On the subject of Education, 
the Committee have infinite pleasure 
in communicating the following par- 
ticulars: 

At the close of the last year, the 
endeavours of this Committee to es- 
tablish a National School in Halifax, 
as well for the dissemination of the 
national system of education through- 
out the Diocess, as for the perfect in- 
struction of the children of the capital 
of the province, had so far succeeded, 
that a very able master had been sent 
from England, in the service of the 
Society for Propagation of the Gospel : 
he had commenced his labours in a 
temporary school-room, which had 
been hired and fitted up for the oc- 
casion; and, in one month, seventy 
boys had been admitted into the 
school. Its early promise was flat- 
tering, and hopes were entertained 
that a more suitable building might 
be erected, and provision made for 
the education of female children also, 
if the expectations that were raised 
should be realized. 

Long before the close of the year 
the Committee were satisfied, that 
the hopes they had entertained from 
the beginning were not delusive. 
The excellence of the system of edu- 
cation, as exhibited in the discipline 
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of the school, in the progress of the 
children, and in the unremitting at. 
tention to their religious instruction 
and behaviour, had excited very ge 
neral admiration: and the Committee 
considered it a duty to push forward, 
by every possible exertion, the eree. 
tion of the proposed building. 

A most convenient and valuable lot 
of ground, in the centre of the town, 
was given to the trustees of the, 
school, in the most gracious manner, 


by his Excellency the Right Hon. | 


the Earl of Dalhousie, subject only 
to the payment of thirty pounds a 
year during the life of an aged person, 
formerly the occupant of the ground, 


It was determined, in August, 1817, | 


that on this lot of ground a commo- 
dious building should be immediately 
erected, capable of accommodating 
six hundred children of both sexes, in 
apartments as completely separated 


from each other as if they were in 





different parts of the town. 

It was necessary to appeal to the 
well-known liberality of the inhabit- 
ants of Halifax; and the Committee 


have to acknowledge, with the live: } 


liest gratitude, that this liberality was 
never more nobly exhibited than on 
the present occasion. Notwithstand- 
ing the extraordinary pressure of the 
times, which bore heavily on every 
class of the community, more than 


one thousand pounds was readily sub- | 


scribed for this undertaking. 

The work was begun with alacrity 
in September, and, on the 13th day of 
January following, the Committee 
had the happiness of seeing the build- 


ing opened, in the presence of his 


Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie, { 


who had been its most distinguished 
benefactor, attended by his lordship’s 
family, and more than two hundred 
visitors. 

On this interesting occasion numer: 
ous rewards were “distributed, from | 
his lordship’s hands, to the children 
who had been distinguished by theit 
punctual attendance, their diligenice, | 
and progress in learning, and their 
general good conduct during the last 
year; and the Committee have reason 
to hope, that every person present 
was highly gratified. 














August, 1818] Annual Report of the Halifax Diocesan Commitiee. 


o. 16, 
) 

. “ The building, which contains two 
ction} rooms 49 feet square and 12 feet high, 
‘Y ge besides sufficient space for the accom- 
nittee} modation of the schoolmaster, and 
ward,| mistress, and convenient offices, has 
erec, } been thus rapidly fitted, in the most 
substantial manner, for the comfort- 
le Jot | able reception of the children. The 
town, debt incurred in bringing it to its 
F the | present state, after the expenditure 
nner, | of the money subscribed, does not 
Hon,| amount to more than three hundred 
only and fifty pounds, and the whole build- 
nds @ | ing may be completely finished for 
xrson, | three hundred and fifty pounds more. 
ound,| The Committee are sanguine in 
1817, | hoping that some sources will be 
nmo.{ opened to them, for the supply of 
lately such further assistance as they may 
latine | require. The advantages of the 
es, in} school are distinctly visible. Nearly 
rated | tree hundred boys have already been 
re in| received into it, and many of their 
parents have thankfully acknowledged 
> the? the remarkable benefit which has 
habit. | already been conferred on their chil- 
nittee | dren; and it is very comfortable to 
live- the trustees to be assured, that the 
y was, endeavours they have made, in fulfil- 
in on} ment of their promise to the public, 
tand- | to enforce the regular attendance of 
f the} all the children, at their respective 
every places of public worship, have already 
than} produced much good effect, and are 
ysub-| likely, with the blessing of God, to 
| produce more. | 
acrity Besides several persons who have 
day of obtained partial information, at the 
nittee | National School, a full knowledge of 
build. | the system has been afforded, gratu- 
f his| itously, to six schoolmasters, during 
nusie, { the last year; and these have success- 
ished | fully introduced it into their several 
ship’s schools in different parts of the coun- 
ndred & try, with great benefit to the children 
under their care, and with great satis- 
mer- || faction also to the parents of those 
from) children. Five other schoolmasters 
Ildren } are receiving similar instruction at 
theit | the present time, besides a respectable 
ence, schoolmistress and her daughter, who 
their | have been selected by the trustees for 
» last § the charge of the National School for 
sason) girls. This school will be opened in 
esent | few days, under the superintendence 
of several ladies, who have kindly 
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consented to give some attention te 
this branch of the institution. 

Nor are the advantages of the na- 
tional system of education likely to be 
confined to this part of his majesty’s 
American colonies; for the Committee 
have heard with great pleasure of the 
active exertions which have been 
made in New-Brunswick, under the 
very liberal patronage of his excel- 
lency Major-General Smyth, for the 
establishment of a National School at 
St. Johns, where a large sum of 
money has already been subscribed 
for the purpose, and measures have 
been taken to procure a competent 
master. 

The Committee cannot omit te 
offer their most grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the constant and valuable 
attention of the Building Committee, 
during the progress of the work, which 
has rendered very important services 
to the establishment, and to the pub- 
lic. 

Nor can they neglect, in the most 
public manner, to declare the benefit 
which has been derived from the in- 
defatigable zeal and exertions of Mr. 
West, the national schoolmaster, to 
whose very skilful and faithful dis- 
charge of all the duties of his office, 
they thankfully acknowledge, that the 
prosperity and usefulness of the school 
are chiefly to be attributed. 

The Committee have pleasure in 
communicating part of a very interest- 
ing letter to one of their members, 
from a schoolmaster who received 
instruction in the National School, 
and is now placed in the service of. 
the Society for Propagation of the 
Gospel, at a very remote settlement 
on the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It will 
serve to show how intimately all the 
objects of the Committee are linked 
together. 

“T feel it my duty to state to you 
the present situation of this infant set- 
tlement. They have no place of wor- 
ship, neither did they ever assemble 
toyether in any private house, to per- 
form any kind of worship, before the 
last Sabbath day, when I thought it 
consistent with my duty to ofler to 
read prayers te them. Forty persons 
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were assembled, exclusive of children, 
who all seemed desirous to attend 
public worship on the Sabbath; but I 
am sorry to state, that I have found 
only one Bible, and two Prayer Books, 
in the whole settlement. Many per- 
sons have made application to me te 
»cocure these books for them.” 
Bibles, Testaments, and Prayer 
Books, with a copy of Bishop Wil- 
son’s Sermons, to be read to the in- 
habitants on Sunday, and some other 
books and tracts, for distribution, were 
iminediately forwarded to this settle- 
ment, by the Committee; and it is 
their very anxious desire, to be ena- 
bled to supply every place, under si- 
inilar circumstances, with abundant 
means for religious instruction and 
improvement. 

For the successful prosecution of 
their work, in the very ample field 
which thus opens before them, the 
Committee earnestly solicit a continu- 
ance of the valuable assistance with 
which they have hitherto been favour- 
ed: and they invite all other benevolent 
persons to lend their aid in so import- 
ant and so extensive an undertaking. 
But most especially they request, that 
all good and pious men will heartily 
join in their prayers for that blessing 
from Heaven, which alone can prosper 
their poor endeavours, and can make 
them minister to the glory of Almighty 
God, and to the temporal and eternal 
happiness of their fellow-creatures. 

Charles Morris, Committee 

Brenton Halliburton, of 

D. Rowlands, Report. 

John Inglis, Secretary. 

Halifax, (N.S.) Jan. 31, 1818. 
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From Buck’s Expositor. : 
Jos xxiv. 22. No man is sure of life. 


Tue celebrated traveller, JAmes 
Bruce, after having encountered in- 
numerable perils, in distant regions, 
in search of the source of the Nile, 
fel] down his own staircase, at his 
seat at Kinnard, in Scotland, on 
the 26th of April, 1794. Thus are 
we sometimes nearest to danger 
when we imagine we are most safe ; 
which should teach us never to 
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be too confident in ourselves, but to 
be dependent on him in whose hands 
our breath is. He had been enter. 
taining some guests, with his usual 
hospitality and elegance. About eight 
o’clock in the evening, when his guests 
were ready to depart, he was handing, 
one of the ladies down stairs, when, 
having reached the seventh or eighth 
step from the bottom, his foot slipped, 
and he fell down headlong. He was 
taken up speechless; his face, parti- 
cularly his forehead and temples, be- 
ing severely bruised, and the bones of 
his hands broken. He continued in 
a state of apparent insensibility for 
eight or nine hours, and expired on 
Sunday, the 27th, in the 64th year 
of his age. In conversation, as well 
as in his writings, he embraced every 
opportunity of expressing a deep and 
lively sense of the care of a superin- 
tending Providence, without which 
he was convinced that there could be 
no safety in human strength or hu- 
man foresight. His belief of the 
Christian religion rested on the surest 
grounds; and such was his veneration 
for the sacred writings, that, for some 
years before his death, they seemed 
to occupy all the time which he gave 
to study. 





Gau. vi. 9. Let us not be weary in 
well-domg. 

Prov. ii. 2. Apply thine heart to un- 
derstanding. 


Sir Witt1AM Jones died April 27, 
1794, aged 48. While he was con- 
sidered as a prodigy of learning; un- 
like many other literary characters, 
he was a sincere believer in the doc- 
trines of Christianity; and the testi- 
mony he bore to the sacred Scriptures 
is well known. It may be asked, 
How was it possible for him to gain 
such a knowledge of universal litera- 
ture? In answering this we shall 
afford a practical illustration of the 
above passages. “ The faculties of 


his mind, by nature vigorous, were 
improved by constant exercise, and 
his memory, by habitual practice, 
had acquired a capacity of a 
whatever had once been impresse 
upon it. To an unextinguished ar- 
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dour for universal knowledge, he join- 
ed a perseverance in the pursuit of it 
which subdued all obstacles. His 
studies began with the dawn, and, dur- 
ing the intermissions of professional 
duties, were continued throughout 
the day; reflection and meditation 
strengthened and confirmed what in- 
dustry and investigation had accumu- 
lated. It was a fixed principle with 
him, from which he never voluntarily 
deviated, not to be deterred by any 
difficulties that were surmountable, 
from prosecuting to successful termi- 
nation, what he had once deliberately 
undertaken.” 

What a fine lesson is here for the 
Christian! How much is to be known, 
how much to be enjoyed, how much 
to be done, by constant application! 
Let us then, under all difficulties, 

ress forward, depending on him who 
he promised success to them who 
persevere. 


Jer. xv. 16. Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them; and thy word 
was unto me the rejoicing of my 
heart. 


Luruer entered into orders and 
discovered a Bible, 1507. The ig- 
norance of the Scriptures at that 
time was astonishing. Conrad of He- 
resbach, a grave author of that age, 


relates the following words from the 


mouth of a Monk: “ They have in- 
vented a new language, which they 
call Greek; you must be carefully on 
your guard against it: it is the mat- 
ter of all heresy. I observe in the 
hands of many persons a book written 
in that language, and which they call 
the New Testament. It is a book 
full of daggers and poison. As to 
the Hebrew, my dear Brethren, it is 
certain that whoever learns it becomes 
immediately a Jew.” It was in 1507, 
May 2, and in Luther’s twenty-fourth 
year, that he entered into orders, and 
celebrated his first Mass. This date 
isthe more remarkable, because he 
discovered about the same time a La- 
tin copy of the Bible lying in the li- 
brary of the monastery. He eagerly 
laid hold of this neglected book, and 





Luther —Linneus. 
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persevered in studying it with so much 
diligence, that he was able, in a short 
time, to refer with ease and prompti- 
tude to any particular passage. In 
the present day, we can with difficulty 
conceive how a copy of the Bible 
could remain unnoticed by the whole 
of a religious fraternity, or that a 
person so respectably educated as Lue 
ther should be unapprized that the 
whole of the Scriptures was not read 
to the people in the public service of 
the Church. It was with no small 
surprise that he discovered that there 
were many passages in the New Tes- 
tament that were not thus read. The 
most striking of these Luther commit- 
ted to memory, and treasured up with 
equa! diligence many parts of the pro- 
phetic Scriptures. 


Psatm cxlv. 5. J will speak of thy 
wondrous works. 

Psatm cxi. 2. The works of the Lord 
ate great, sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein. 


Tue celebrated Linnzvus, born 
May 3, 1707. 

If the ingenuity and labour of man 
call forth our admiration, and deserve 
our praise, how much more the works 
of him whose wisdom is unsearchable 
and power infinite. It is to be la- 
mented, however, that many who have 
made great discoveries, and been just- 
ly celebrated for their deep researches 
into the works of God our Creator, 
have extolled the work, but forgotten 
the hand who formed it. With plea- 
sure, however, we can read an instance 
to the contrary in the great Linnzus. 
“© The deeper he penetrated into the 


secrets of nature, the more he admir- 


ed the wisdom of the Creator. He 
praised this wisdom in his works, re- 
commended it by his speeches, and 
honoured it in his actions. Wherever 
he found an opportunity of expatiat- 
ing on the greatness, the providence, 
and omnip»tence of God, which fre- 
quently happened in his lectures and 
botanical excursions, his heart glowed 
with a celestial fire, and his mouth 
poured forth torrents of admirable 
eloquence.” ‘This great man died on 
the 10th of January, 1778. 
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256 Miscellaneous. 


Sir Hans Sloane was also rendered 
illustrious for the beautiful collection 
he made of the productions of nature 
and art; his catalogue contained a 
description of 69,352 curiosities, a 
treasure which he said was destined 
to magnify God and benefit mankind. 
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The following Notice of the NEw Famity Br- 
BLE, now publishing by T.& J Sworps, 
was read by the Rector of a Parish in the 
Country, to his Congregation, after the 
Evening Service on Sunday. 


As [ know no opportunity more suitable 
than the present, I avail myself of it to 
take notice of the publication of a NEW 
FAMILY BIBLE. 

The clergy «re frequently called on for 
their opinions of the various copies of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the diffcrent com- 
mentaries upon them, which are intended 
for the use of private Christians. 

To many it may not be known, that 
there is now publishing, by the Messrs. 
Swoxps, in New-York, a Family Bible 
possessing great advantuges over most 
works of the kind. This work is to be 
comprised in 16 or 17 parts, or numbers, 
forming two large quarto volumes, and 
varying in expense from one dollar to 
ene dollar and a half per part, or num- 
ber, according to the quality of the pa- 
per. The notes of this admirable com- 
mentary are not the productions ot a sim- 
gle man, who might be desirous to inter- 
weave, on every plausible occasion, his own 
favourite views and tenets; but they are 
drawn from the most distinguished writers 
of the Church of England, and other Pro- 
testant divines; und so arranged as to 
sive a clear and. comprehensive view of 
the text and its meanings. The work of 
selecting and arranging this commentary 
was performed by two eminent divines, 
the Chaplains to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. It was published recently in 
England, under the patronage and direc- 
tion of the venerable Society for Promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge. \t bas passed 
through two editions in that country; an- 
ether is now printing in Ireland; and one 
is in the press in this country, as I have 
just stated. — SFr fe 

The American edition is very consider- 
ably improved, by the addition of matter 
calculated to increase the value of the 
work as an aid to practical devotion. 

The manner in which the work makes 
its appearance, in numbers, at convenient 
intervals of time, and the moderate price 
at which it is offered, will render the dif- 
ficulty of procuring it very inconsider- 
able. 

I have considered it my duty to recom- 
mend this valuable eommentary to veur 
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notice. The owner of it will find it a li- 
brary for the private Christian, of Scrip- 
tural illustration and knowledge, calcu- 
lated at the same time to warm the heart 
and elevate the affections. He will be 
able to trace the interpretations of his 
Bible to the soundest divines, the most 
eminent Christians, and the finest scholars 
who have lived since the Reformation. 

As the name of every writer is attach. 
ed to his own illustration, the private 
Christian becomes, in some measure, ac- 
qu.inted with the many illustrious men 
who have advanced the Church, that 
* bulwark of the Reformation,” from 
which we have descended. He will find 
here the substance of what has been said 
by near 200 of the most noted Protestant 
theolovians. 

Nothing, however, that I can say, will 
give additional value to the performance: 
my duty is finished when I inform you of 
the publication, and say, that, in my hum. 
ble judgment, it is much superior, as a 
Family Bible, to any thing in my know- 
ledge. 


PRAYER BOOK. 


Tue Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society, desirous 
that the Book of Common Prayer should’ 


be sold at as cheap a rate as possible, 
and convinced that a reduction in price 


will greatly contribute towards a wide 


circulation of the work, early last win- 
ter resolved to reduce the price of it. 
Prayer Books can now be obtained at the 


Depository, (the store of Messrs. Kirk and 


Mercein, No. 22 Wall-street,) at 37 1-2 
cents each; Booksellers are supplied at 
34 cents per copy; and those who pur- 
chase for charitable purposes, at 30 cents 
per copy. 
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ofr T.& J. Sworns have now ready 
for delivery, at their Beok-store, No. 160 
Pearl-street, New-York, a NEW STE- 
REOTYPE EDITION of the BOOK OF 
COMMON PRAYER, which they will fur- 
nish to societi s and individuals, for gra- 
tuitous distribution, at 30 cents per copy, 
and at 37 1-2 cents at retail. They-have 
also a new stereotype edition on a large 
type, which will be furnished for gratui- 
tous distribution, and at retail, at very 
reduced prices. 








Printed and published by 1. & J. Sworns, 
No. 160 Pearl-street, New-York, whert 
Subscriptions for this Work will be re 
ceived, at one dollar per annum, or # 
numbers.———Alll_ Letters relative to thi 
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